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to exist amongst any other class in the community. If the statistical details then brought forward failed to confirm this proposition, and convey conviction to the mind of every one then present, the additional facts now to be submitted will go far to remove any doubt that may be entertained tipon the subject. Why there should be so much sickness amongst the police, is a question not so easily answered, but one, nevertheless, which deserves a patient investigation, and one which we expect in a short time satisfactorily to solve.
Many causes were adverted to in my last report as likely, in some measure, to account for it; and it has been my business during the last year to watch the same influences in operation, and to note the results which have followed. These I shall now, as briefly as is compatible with perspicuity, proceed to lay before you, apologizing at the same time for the dryness of my subject, and the attention which will be required to follow me through my numerous and somewhat complicated calculations.
The Watching Force consists of 304 men. These I formerly explained were divided into a night, a day, and a supernumerary force. The simple appellations night and day will at once suggest the nature of the duties which these men have to perform. It is not so easy, however, to determine the office of a supernumerary by the nature of the term, and I may therefore be allowed to explain it. At one time there was in connection with the Police Establishment a large body of men who went under this designation, but whose duties differed materially from those now belonging to that class. The greater proportion of these were men who followed other employments, and were only summoned to police duty in riots and other emergencies. Some It will be our business by and by to inquire into the cause of this difference, but in the meantime we shall proceed to take a review of the influence of districts upon the health of the night force; and I introduce the following table, which shows the monthly number of sick in that body, and the section to which they belong. 
